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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 3713 

CORRECTED COPY (PARA TWO) 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, SN 

SUB J : VIETNAMESE ABOARD CAPE ERIMO: UNHCR ACTIVITY 
REFS: A. KUALA LUMPUR 4467; B. SINGAPORE 3677 

1 . AT EMBASSY'S REQUEST, UNHCR REP SAMPATKUMAR DID APPROACH 
GOS ON FIRST PORT OF CALL PRINCIPLE (REF A, PARA 2), BUT 
INITIAL GOS POSITION WAS THAT SHIP HAD NOT YET ENTERED THE 

PORT OF SINGAPORE. ACTUALLY THERE MAY BE SOME QUESTION WHETHER 
FIRST PORT OF CALL PRINCIPLE IS ACTUALLY INVOLVED SINCE SHIP 
WAS NOT SCHEDULED TO STOP IN SINGAPORE TO DISCHARGE CARGO AND 
SHIP'S AGENTS ONLY WISHED TO HAVE IT ENTER HARBOR TO PERMIT 
REFUGEES TO DISEMBARK. GOS REJECTED THIS REQUEST AND SHIP HAS 
REMAINED OVER TWO MILES OFFSHORE CLOSE TO THE MAIN SHIPPING 
CHANNEL. IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS NOW CLAIM THAT SHIP IS NOT IN 
SINGAPORE TERRITORIAL WATERS (THIS POINT IS DEBATABLE). GOS 
HAS DISCOURAGED SHIP'S AGENT FROM BRINGING SHIP INTO THE HARBOR 
AND AGENT HAS NOT SOUGHT TO PRESS THIS MATTER. 

2. HANDLING OF THIS CASE BY UNHCR REP SAMPATKUMAR HAS BEEN QUITE 
UNINSPIRED, ALTHOUGH HE DID MAKE REPRESENTATIONS TO GOS HE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TENDED TO ACT AS IF HE WAS TRYING TO RECONCILE USG AND GOS 
POSITIONS RATHER THAN ASSERTING THE VIEWS OF UNHCR ITSELF. 
ALTHOUGH HE BECAME CONVINCED OF THE FUTILITY OF PERSUADING 
THE GOS TO MODIFY ITS POSITION, HE DID NOT GIVE A CANDID 
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ASSESSMENT TO THE SHIPPING AGENTS INVOLVED, WHICH TENDED TO 
HEIGHTEN THEIR HOPES FOR A SPEEDY COMPROMISE. ONLY AFTER EMBOFF 
SUGGESTED POSSIBILITY DID SAMPATKUMAR REQUEST UNHCR GENEVA 
TO APPROACH GOS REPRESENTATIVE THERE. WE UNDERSTAND THIS APPROACH 
HAS BEEN MADE. 

3. SHIPPING AGENTS DID MAKE CONCRETE OFFER OF A BOND TO GOS 
IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES ON AUGUST 4. AND WERE TOLD IT WOULD 
BE ACCEPTED ONLY IF ACCOMPANIED BY A LETTER OF GUARANTEE BY 
THE GOVERNMENT. 

4. EMBASSY BELIEVES IT IS MOST UNLIKELY THAT GOS WILL MODIFY 
ITS HARD LINE POSITION UNLESS USG OR SOME OTHER GOVERNMENT 
AGREES UNCONDITIONALLY TO ACCEPT REFUGEES PRIOR TO DEBARKATION. 
WHILE GOS MIGHT CONCEIVABLY RESPOND TO STRONG HIGH LEVEL 
APPROACHES FROM SEVERAL GOVERNMENTS IN SUPPORT OF UNHCR REPRE- 
SENTATIONS OR BEND IN THE FACE OF SERIOUS ADVERSE INTERNATIONAL 
PUBLICITY WE ARE INCLINED TO DOUBT IT. GOS HAS BEEN SINGULARLY 
UNRESPONSIVE TO SUCH PRESSURES OR THE POSSIBILITY OF POTENTIAL 
ADVERSE PUBLICITY SINCE THIS ISSUE FIRST AROSE MORE THAN A YEAR 
AGO FOLLOWING THE FALL OF SAIGON. 

GRANT 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 15 SEP 1999 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT, SREF, CAPE ERIMO 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 05 AUG 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: saccheem 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SINGAP03713 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: 1 1 652 GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D760301-1292 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976081 03/baaaenvz. tel 

Line Count: 79 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ORM 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: saccheem 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 MAY 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <16 SEP 2004 by saccheem> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VIETNAMESE ABOARD CAPE ERIMO: UNHCR ACTIVITY 

TAGS: SREF, SN 

To: STATE INFO KUALA LUMPUR 

SANA 

TOKYO 

HONG KONG 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



